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Lie Detectors in the CIA 


By dim of overriding Governor PeabodyYveto, 
the Legislature lias succeeded in denying dll use of 
e lie detector- by employers, even though its use 
may protect innocent employees from unjust sus- 
picion or permit a business to deal with seriously 
damaging crime. 

What has been the practice of an “employer” 
who has had to check on people in the most sen- 
sitive “business” of all — the Central intelligence 
Agency? 

Allen Dulles, former head of the CIA. in his 
recent work on “The Craft of Intelligence," has writ- 
ten this: 

‘Tn my experience, I found the lie detector’ an 


important Investigative - aid In sfeing up employes 
and almost as valuable in clearing people of aus- 
picious and false charges as it was in providing elites 
to weaknesses or derelictions.” $| 

How much more ct'itical was Mr. Dulles’ prplv 
lem than the ordinary run of such problems in Mas- 
sachusetts! The discharge of a CIA employee as 
a security risk is a serious business. 

“The best one cart do” he said, “is to have the 
most thorough examination that can he given, and 
I feel that one should not exclude in the examina- 
tion, technical aids such as the polygraph.” 

The Legislature should give a more considered 
look at the lie detector law next session. 
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